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REFERENCES:


1. CD 1.5, April 1999
2. 99-0144 - J4 meeting 218 minutes [Draft] 

3. 99-0107 - Last-used versus initial state 

COMMENTS:

In reference 2, it states,

“Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

not add the INITIAL phrase to user-defined functions.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The committee agreed that user-defined functions can use the local-storage section to get initial data and that the INITIAL phrase has undesirable side-effects that we do not want to propagate.  The main missing functionality is the automatic closing of files, and the committee felt that this is also not a desirable feature. ”
I do not (personally) know what the side-effects are that J4 is aware of, nor do I understand why some J4 members have indicated (in private email) that there are actually “errors” or “problems” with the current definition of “initial” programs.  On the other hand, I am more than willing to accept that there really are such problems with this feature introduced in the ’85 Standard. The good news is that the current draft Standard has two clearly defined places for items with “problems” and items that should not be “propagated.”  Therefore, if J4 (and eventually WG4):

1) Believe that this (the “INITIAL phrase”) is an item that should not be propagated, then this should be added to 

“E.1 Archaic language elements”
2) Believe that there are errors or problems with this (the “INITIAL phrase”), then this should be added to (and the problems outlined in): 

“Annex F - (informative) - Known errors in the standard”

Obviously, if the committee rethinks their current position and decides that this feature does not have problems (and therefore should not be in the known errors annex) and can be propagated (and therefore should not be in the archaic category), then the original paper 99-0107 should be reconsidered.  However, if J4 (and WG4) actually believe what they are on record as thinking, this should be recorded in the draft Standard in the appropriate annexes.


